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Summary of Minutes

	Presiding Officer David Munoz called the meeting to order at 9:31 a.m. 

	Members present were David Munoz, Michael Rosenberg, Richard Vrana, and Vance Wright.  A roll call verified that a quorum was present.  

	Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item C, Approval of Minutes – September 19, 2012.  Richard Vrana, seconded by Michael Rosenberg, moved to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was passed by unanimous vote.

	Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item D, Public Comment.  Two comments were heard from:  Rodney Hooker with the Texas Burglar & Fire Alarm Association concerning support of smart home controls; and Michael Jewell, attorney with Haynes and Boone, in opposition of the Home Energy Audit workgroup recommendations they believe would have broad and unintended consequences on a number of federal and state programs.   

			Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item E, Staff Reports.  Bill Kuntz, Executive Director, and agency staff gave reports and answered questions from the Board.

		Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item F, Discussion and possible recommendation on work group recommendations made during September 19, 2012, Board meeting regarding Smart Home Automation Systems.  Michael Rosenberg, seconded by Richard Vrana, moved to approve the recommendations.  The motion was passed by unanimous vote.  The work group recommendations are: 
 
1) any item to be installed that controls or operates the air conditioning and refrigeration system should be required to be performed by a licensed air conditioning and refrigeration contractor; and
2) if a smart home automation system company advertises a system that controls or operates air conditioning and refrigeration components, then the company should be required to advertise that they use licensed air conditioning and refrigeration contractors to perform the air conditioning and refrigeration work.

	Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item G, Discussion and possible recommendation on work group recommendations made during September 19, 2012, Board meeting regarding continuing education.  Richard Vrana, seconded by Michael Rosenberg, moved to approve the recommendations.  The motion was passed by unanimous vote.  The recommendations are:  

1) industry organizations should submit the necessary information to the Department so that industry conferences and seminars could be approved for continuing education credit; and
2) the total number of continuing education hours required under 16 Texas Administrative Code Section 75.25 should be kept at eight hours but that the number of hours of instruction in state laws and rules should be reduced from two hours to one hour.

	Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item H, Discussion and possible recommendation regarding work group recommendations made during September 19, 2012, Board meeting regarding home energy audits.  Vance Wright, seconded by Richard Vrana, moved to approve the recommendations.  The motion was passed by unanimous vote.  The recommendations are: 

1)  home energy auditors should be required to be licensed as air conditioning and refrigeration contractors if they design systems or include air conditioning and refrigeration equipment in their audit recommendations and reports; and 
2) the rules under 16 Texas Administrative Code Section 75.100 should be amended to include home energy auditors to address the need for these auditors to be licensed as air conditioning and refrigeration contractors.

	Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item I, Discussion and possible recommendation regarding work group recommendations made during September 19, 2012, Board meeting regarding Texas Occupations Code Section 1302.356 and the sale and use of flammable refrigerants and refrigerant-substitutes containing a liquid petroleum-based product in Texas.  Work group recommended that the current state law should be followed but should be amended by the Texas Legislature to include the list of approve refrigerant-substitutes issued by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  Vance Wright, seconded by Richard Vrana, moved to approve the recommendations.  The motion was passed by unanimous vote.

	Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item J, Discussion of and possible recommendation on the testing of flue gases by penetrating double wall vent pipes and the repair and replacement standards recommended by manufacturers and/or required by municipalities.  The Board took no action on this item and agreed to leave this issue up to the municipalities.  

	Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item K, Recommendations for agenda items for next Board meeting.  There were no recommendations at this time.

	Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item L, Discussion of date, time and location of next Board meeting.  The next meeting date will be determined at a later time.

	Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item M, Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 10:06 a.m. 




	_____________________________________________
	David Munoz, Presiding Officer
Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors Advisory Board
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