
   Electrical Safety and Licensing Advisory Board

Meeting of October 11, 2012
North Campus, 1st Floor Public Meeting Room

1106 Clayton Lane, Austin, Texas

Summary of Minutes


Presiding Officer Keith Bell called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m.


Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item B, Roll Call and Certification of Quorum.  Board members Keith Bell, Brad Boyer, Michael Northcutt, Randy Pomikahl, and Eric Stromberg were present.  Board members David Adamson, Kenny Corbell, Anthony Merritt and March Roach were absent.  A quorum was present. 
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item C, Approval of minutes – June 28, 2012.  Board member, Randy Pomikahl, seconded by Brad Boyer, moved to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion passed by unanimous vote.
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item D, Public Comment.  The Board heard public comments from Catherine Monson with Fastsigns International; Joseph Johnson with Fastsigns; John Lewis, President/Texas Sign Association; Gary Palmore; and Chris Taylor with Fastsigns.  
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item E, Staff Reports.  Jerry Daniel with the Compliance Division reported on job sweep activities, meetings attended by staff and outreach efforts that have taken place during the past year.  Ray Pizarro with the Education and Examination Division updated the Board on exam review activity and exam statistics for the Electrician program.  Chris Funderburg with Enforcement provided the latest unlicensed activity and investigation statistics.  Lisa Houdek with Licensing reported that because the electrician licensing process has been so successful at TDLR, it will be used as a model for the A/C program, including giving credit for military experience as has already been practiced in the electrician program.
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item F, Work Group Reports.  Mr. Bell reported on the Administrative Rules workgroup meeting regarding the issue of on-site supervision and what constitutes “continuous supervision”.  The workgroup recommends no change to §73.10, and to put responsibilities into place (to hold licensees accountable for some level of supervision); then let a 3rd party (SOAH) make the determination.  Eric Stromberg noted that the wording in this section is confusing and should be clarified. Randy Pomikahl believes the law and rules did not intend for apprentice electricians to work unsupervised.  

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item G, Electrical Sign Task Force Report on current issues.  Lonnie Stabler, with the Texas Sign Association, provided written report to the Board.

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item H, Update on National Electrical Reciprocity Association agreements.  Lynn Latombe, Assistant General Counsel reported that we recently acquired Journeyman Electrician reciprocity with Nebraska; along with that we also have JE reciprocity with Arkansas, Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Wyoming.  We have Master Electrician reciprocity with Louisiana.  

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item I, Discussion and possible action on proposed rules at 16 TAC Section 73, §§73.10, 73.51, 73.52, and 73.54 concerning supervision of licensees.  Randy Pomikahl, seconded by Brad Boyer, moved to recommend that the Commission publish the rules in the Texas Register and remove added language in §73.10; and keep recommended changes in §§73.51, 73.52, and 73.54.  The motion was passed by unanimous vote.  Public Comments on this issue were heard from:  Chris Lewis, a licensed electrician; Ned Munoz, General Counsel with the Texas Association of Builders; John Sparrow with the HSA of Greater Austin; and Chris Wagner a licensed electrician with the IBEW.  

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item J, Discussion and possible action concerning Solar System sales and installations.  Mr. Bell led the discussion but no action was taken on this item.

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item K, Recommendations for agenda items for next meeting.  The Board requested the following items on its next agenda:  public comments, staff reports, workgroup reports, Electrical Sign Task Force Report, update on reciprocal agreements, and the sign industry issue.

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item L, Discussion of date, time, and location of next Board meeting.  The next Board meeting will be determined at a later date.  

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item L, Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m.


________________________________


Keith Bell, Presiding Officer
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