

   Electrical Safety and Licensing Advisory Board

Meeting of December 4, 2014
North Campus, 1st Floor Public Meeting Room

1106 Clayton Lane, Austin, Texas

Summary of Minutes


Presiding Officer Keith Bell called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.


Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item B, Roll Call and Certification of Quorum.  Board members Keith Bell, Brad Boyer, Michael Gremillion, Randy Pomikahl, Mark Roach, John Sparrow, Gary Strouz, and Chris Wagner were present.  A quorum was present. 

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item C, Approval of minutes – November 7, 2013.  Board member, Mark Roach, seconded by Gary Strouz, moved to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion passed by unanimous vote.
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item D, Training for Board Members.  Lynn Latombe, Assistant General Counsel, provided training on Open Government to the Board.

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item E Public Comment.  Public comments were heard from:  Lydell Toye with the Texas Sign Association regarding enforcement for unlicensed activity; Jimmy Burke, with the Lumberton Municipal Utility Board, regarding opposition to lowering the pass score on the electrical exam; John Fisher, President of the Associated Builders and Contractors of Texas regarding onsite supervision and the need for a high threshold for regulation; Joaquin Jiminez with the City of Waco, regarding opposition to lowering the pass score and support for onsite supervision; David Mintz, Vice-President of Government Affairs with the TX Apartment Association, concerning onsite supervision; Ned Munoz with the TX Association of Builders, in opposition of onsite supervision; and Michael Cunningham with the TX Building  Trade Council against lowering test scores.  
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item F, Staff Reports. Bill Kuntz, Executive Director reported on the upcoming Legislative Session and enforcement statistics. Jerry Daniel, Compliance Division, reported on license sweeps and electrical programs in schools. John Medlock, Enforcement Division, reported on training and outreach, and key enforcement statistics. Lisa Houdek, Licensing Division reported on licensing statistics.  Ray Pizarro, Education and Examination Director, reported that the Exam Review Committee met on Nov. 13th & 14th and discussed the exam pass rate and is recommending the pass rate drop to 70% (from 75%) and that TDLR has begun to use the new pass rate as of September 1, 2014.
The meeting was recessed at 10:30 a.m.

The meeting was reconvened at 10:43 a.m.
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item G, Discussion of workforce development in the electrical industry. Keith Bell noted that the number of journeyman electricians have decreased over the past several years while the number of apprentice electricians have increased.  Board member Mark Roach discussed the passage of HB 5 (which allows school districts to pursue vocational education) having a future effect on the licensing population; also that there is an image problem with the electrical field. The Eagle Ford Shale industry has had a huge impact on the electrical field along with the recession and economics of the time.  Board member John Sparrow discussed increasing the opportunities to learn the profession in schools.  Chris Wagner noted that there are impediments to those coming from other states trying to become a Master electrician in Texas.    

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item H, Discussion and possible recommendation concerning the passing score on state electrical exams. Since this item was discussed earlier in the meeting the Board had a brief discussion of this item.  Board member, Brad Boyer noted that it appears that the bar is set at the right level for the exam pass rate and the pass rate depends on who is taking the test.  Those coming out of apprenticeship school will have a higher pass rate. 

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item I, Discussion and possible recommendation concerning the hour requirement to take a state electrical exam. Keith Bell noted that 8,000 hours are required to take the test, 1 year of experience equals 2,000 hours.  He would like to discuss the possibility of pulling that requirement back to 6,000 hours. Brian Francis said that is a possibility and that the agency just needs guidance from the Board. Jerry Daniel, Compliance Division, noted that there would be concerns with the other states we have reciprocity with in making changes.  A workgroup will be formed at a future date to review these issues.

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item J, Discussion and possible recommendation of onsite supervision with a residential exemption.  The Board passed on this item. 


Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item K, Update on National Electrical Reciprocity Association agreements. Lynn Latombe, Assistant General Counsel, reported that we currently have Master Electrician reciprocity agreements with Louisiana and North Carolina and Journeyman Electrician reciprocity agreements with Arkansas, Idaho, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, Oklahoma, South Dakota and Wyoming. 

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item L, Discussion and possible action concerning the electrician license reciprocity process. Lisa Houdek, Licensing Division, and Jerry Daniel, Compliance Division, explained the processes each of their respective divisions take when applying for a license through reciprocity.   

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item M, Recommendations for agenda items for next meeting. The Board requested the following items on its next agenda:  staff reports, workgroup reports (exam & workforce development), sign task force report.

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item N, Discussion of date, time, and location of next Board meeting.  The next Board meeting date will be determined at a later time.  

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item O, Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:10 a.m.


________________________________


Keith Bell, Presiding Officer
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