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MINUTES

Presiding Officer, Sherry Sancibrian called the meeting to order at 9:08 a.m. 

Presiding Officer, Sherry Sancibrian moved to agenda item B., Roll Call, Certification of Quorum, and Introductions.  Board members present Patricia Brannon, Cheval Bryant, Michelle Tejada, Cristen Plummer, Sherry Sancibrian Karl Hummel, Manny Bodner, and Dr. Tammy Camp. Board member Robert Novak was absent and asked to be excused. A quorum was present.
 
Presiding Officer, Sherry Sancibrian moved to agenda item C., Approval of the Minutes – November 17, 2015.  Board member Manny Bodner, seconded by Cristen Plummer, made a motion to accept the minutes as presented.  The motion passed by unanimous vote.  

Presiding Officer, Sherry Sancibrian moved to agenda item D., Public Comment.  The Board heard public comment from Janna Lily regarding the need to licensees in the public school system and the Boards development of rules that may be restrictive to getting those licensees.  

Presiding Officer, Sherry Sancibrian moved to agenda item E.1., Staff Reports - Executive Office.  Brian Francis, Deputy Executive Director, provided an overview of the Executive Office, Office of Innovation and Office of Strategic Communication; and provided an update of Department of State Health Services (DSHS) Transfer to Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR), the interagency workings between DSHS and TDLR, funding for the program through the Comptroller, and also provided an overview of the Rule Making Process and answered questions from the board. Executive Director, William Kuntz discussed upcoming strategic planning process and focus group meetings. 

Presiding Officer, Sherry Sancibrian moved to agenda item E.6., Staff Reports. Department of State Health Services. Katie Brice provided and report on the program status at DSHS and presented the number of licensees and future meetings of the Board of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology.  

	Presiding Officer, Sherry Sancibrian moved to agenda item F., Discussion and possible recommendation regarding proposed new rules at 16 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 111, Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists and regarding comments on the proposed new rules. The proposed new rules implement Senate Bill 202, 84th Legislature, Regular Session (2015), which transfers the Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists program from the Department of State Health Services to the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation.  Wendy Pellow, Assistant General Counsel presented the comments and department responses to the proposed comments and outlined the rule implementation process and timeline for implementation.  Ms. Pellow provided a summary of the 11 comments.  Board member Manny Bodner, seconded by Michelle Tejada, made a motion to change the onsite supervision from one hour to two hours under §111.50(g)(3). Motion passed by unanimous vote.  Board member Dr. Tammy Camp, seconded by Cheval Bryant, made a motion to further change§111.50(g)(3) by adding language that the tele-health and tele-practice provisions allowed by Subchapter V may be used for up to six hours of supervision without applying for the exception referenced under §111.213 to modify the requirements of tele-health and tele-practice supervision requirements. Motion passed by unanimous vote. Board member Dr. Tammy Camp, seconded by Patricia Brannon, made a motion to strike §111.90 (e) (4) (a) and (b) to clarify what tasks a licensed audiology assistant cannot perform and to be consistent with rules adopted by DSHS.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.  

Board member Cheval Bryant, seconded by Karl Hummel, made a motion to recommend the rules for approval by the Commission with the proposed changes discussed by the board.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.   

	Presiding Officer, Sherry Sancibrian passed item G., Discussion and possible appointment of workgroups: 
1. Enforcement workgroup to review and make recommendations regarding criminal conviction guidelines, the penalty matrix, other enforcement related matters and rules. 
Presiding Officer, Sherry Sancibrian appointed Sherry Sancibrian, Dr. Tammy Camp, and Cristen Plummer to the Enforcement workgroup.  Christina Kaiser, Division Director is the staff member assigned to this workgroup.  

2. Licensing workgroup to review and make recommendations regarding licensing requirements and rules, inspections and compliance, and other administrative matters. 
Presiding Officer, Sherry Sancibrian appointed Manny Bodner, Michelle Tejada, and Patricia Brannon to the Licensing workgroup. Dede McEachern, Division Director is the staff member assigned to this workgroup.  

3. Education and Examination workgroup to review and make recommendations regarding education and examination, continuing education requirements, and rules.
Presiding Officer, Sherry Sancibrian appointed Dr. Robert Novak, Cheval Bryant, Michelle Tejada, and Karl Hummel to the Education and Examination workgroup. Ray Pizarro, Division Director is the staff member assigned to this workgroup.  

4. Standard of Care workgroup to review and make recommendations regarding standard of care matters and rules. 
Presiding Officer, Sherry Sancibrian appointed Karl Hummel, Patricia Brannon, Dr. Robert Novak, and Cristen Plummer to the Standards of Care workgroup. George Ferrie, Division Director is the staff member assigned to this workgroup.  

	Presiding Officer, Sherry Sancibrian to agenda item H., Recommendations for agenda items for next Board meeting.  The Board decided to place the following items on the agenda: update on Commission actions regarding the rules, the contingent revenue rider, update on the DSHS transfer to TDLR, licensing system, personnel updates, work group reports and staff reports.

Presiding Officer, Sherry Sancibrian moved to agenda item I., Discussion of date, time, and location of next Board meeting.  The next meetings of the Board will be held Monday, May 23, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. and Friday, September 23, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. 

Presiding Officer, Sherry Sancibrian moved to agenda item J. Adjournment. Board member Karl Hummel, seconded by Cristen Plummer, made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed by unanimous vote.   The meeting was adjourned at 11:36 a.m.
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